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Ð Fearful students hide in 
inside classrooms, quietly 
texting their anxious parents. 
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» A 19-year-old with an assault 
weapon, gas mask and smoke 
grenades is arrested. 


» The nation’s latest mass 
shooting terrorizes a large 
Broward County high school. 


Sun Sentinel/TNS 


Police evacuate students with their hands up at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Broward County after a mass shooting Wednesday. Officials said the suspect had once been expelled. 
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shortly before the school day 
ended, officials said. 

Authorities offered no imme- 
diate details on the 19-year-old 
suspect or any possible motive, 
except to say that he had been 
expelled for disciplinary reasons. 

Frantic parents rushed to 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School to find SWAT team 
members and ambulances sur- 
rounding the campus. Live foot- 
age showed emergency workers 
who appeared to be treating the 
wounded on sidewalks. 

“It is a horrific situation,’ Bro- 
ward County school superinten- 
dent said Robert Runcie said of 
the events in Parkland, about an 
hour’s drive north of Miami. “It 
is a horrible day for us.” 

The gunman killed 12 people 
inside the school and three out- 
side it, including someone stand- 
ing on a street corner, Broward 


County Sheriff Scott Israel said. 
Two more victims died of their 
injuries in local hospitals. 

The suspect was taken into 
custody without a fight about an 
hour after he left the scene. He 
had at least one rifle and multi- 
ple magazines, authorities said. 

“Tt’s catastrophic. There really 
are no words,” Israel said on 
Twitter. 

The attacker used the fire 
alarm “so the kids would come 
pouring out of the classrooms 
into the hall,” U.S. Sen. Bill Nel- 
son said in an interview on CNN. 

“And there the carnage began,” 
said Nelson, who said he was 
briefed by the FBI. 

The Florida Democrat said 
he did not know if the gunman 
used the smoke grenades, but he 
assumed that’s why he had a gas 
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Officials offer their condolences 
President Donald Trump, Sen. Marco Rubio and Attorney General Pam Bondi weigh in on the attack. 8A 


Sun Sentinel/TNS 
Loved ones gather at Coral Springs Drive and the Sawgrass Expressway to await word from 
students inside Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland. 


Wednesday after 17 people were 
reported killed. 

Broward Sheriff Scott Israel 
said the suspect, Nikolas Cruz, 
19, was quickly arrested “with- 
out incident” in nearby Coral 
Springs. 

Wearing a red shirt, black 
pants and black boots, Cruz 
could be seen being placed on a 
gurney. At 4:47 p.m. he was seen 
being wheeled in to Broward 
Health North hospital in Deer- 
field Beach. Later he was taken 
from the hospital to the Broward 
County Sheriff’s Office headquar- 
ters in Fort Lauderdale. 

Officials think he acted alone. 
Cruz had been expelled from 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland for “disciplin- 
ary reasons” and had made “dis- 
turbing” posts on social media 
before the attack, Israel said. 
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